“A Brief History of Rotary Park” Prepared for the Annual Rotary Memorial Meeting at Rotary Park by Harry T. Corbett.

During August of 1990; Bill Zollman conceived the idea of turning 72 acres of green space; 40 acres of which were zoned for a landfill, into a City Park open to all St. Charles County residents and provide a permanent home for the St. Charles County Fair. He talked this idea over with then Club President Lloyd Hackbarth who encouraged him to present it to the Rotary Board of Directors in September of 1990.

In October 1990; The Rotary Board commissioned Bill Zollman as Chairman of the Rotary Park Committee and Rotarians Dan Zile, Joe McReynolds, and Joel Langston as Committee members. Lloyd Hachbarth as Club President was an ex-officio committee member. Later on Claud Boschert, President of the STCC Fair board and Western District Commissioner Bill Luetkenhaus were added as committee members.
December 18, 1990; The Wentzville Rotary Club paid $1,000.00 for a 90 day option to purchase the 72 acres for the future Rotary Park.

During January and February 1991; this committee made many presentations to organizations and businesses in Wentzville and the surrounding areas of St. Charles County, By March of 1991 $170,000.00 had been raised. 
The STC Fair Board donated $20,000.00, the Wentzville Community Club donated $50,000.00 and a the lake was named “Community Club Lake”, The St. Charles County Commission donated $50,000.00, the Wentzville Lions Club donated $20,000.00 and a large concrete Lion which now resides on Lions Lane. Various amounts were donated from The Green Lantern, Chuck Berry, Mary Martha Thrift Shop, and of course from every Wentzville Rotarian, every St. Charles County Rotary Club and many others too numerous to mention.
March 11, 1991; paid $170,000.00 and received the deed to Rotary Park. Wentzville Rotary Club leased Rotary Park to The St. Charles Count Fair, Inc. for the month of July 7 through August 6, 1991 and for the next 200 years. An agreement between Wentzville Rotary Club, The City of Wentzville and The St. Charles County Fair Board was signed. The Wentzville Rotary Club then Deeded Rotary Park to the City of Wentzville subject to 200 year Fairgrounds Lease and Rotary Park Agreement. 
On October 30, 1994; Wentzville Rotary Club made the final payment to the City of Wentzville for “Rotary Park”.

